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K-12 Resources to Honor the Life and Legacy of Former 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter 

Purpose 
In reflecting on the passing of President Jimmy Carter, Vermont schools have an 
opportunity to honor his enduring legacy of public service, commitment to peace, and 
dedication to improving the lives of others. Students can learn about Carter's 
contributions as both a president and a humanitarian, emphasizing his efforts in areas 
such as global health, human rights, and his work with Habitat for Humanity. Taking the 
time to recognize and honor President Carter can also serve as a valuable lesson on 
the importance of integrity, leadership, and compassion in shaping the world, and foster 
discussions about how individuals can contribute to their communities and society. 

The Agency of Education (AOE) has collated resources which can help students reflect 
on Jimmy Carter’s presidency and the lasting impact he had, both in the U.S. and 
globally. Resources include media and video clips from The Carter Center, a curated list 
from PBS Learning Media, with connected discussion questions, lesson plans, and/or 
links to supporting videos, and AOE-curated, age-appropriate discussion questions.  

The Carter Center 
The Carter Center “is guided by a fundamental commitment to human rights and the 
alleviation of human suffering. It seeks to prevent and resolve conflicts, enhance 
freedom and democracy, and improve health”. The website provides access to the In 
His Own Words video, multimedia resources, and a biography of the former President. 

PBS Learning Media 
PBS Learning Media has curated the following resources to share with educators who 
would like to recognize former President Jimmy Carter:  

• Remembering Former President Jimmy Carter (Grades 6-12) (New) 

• Jimmy Carter - Campaigning on Honesty (Grades 9-12) 

• Jimmy Carter’s Boyhood Home (Grades K-5) 

• Jimmy Carter | Virtual Field Trip (Grades 3-12) 

• Fun Facts About Jimmy Carter (Grades 3-12) 

• Jimmy Carter | 60-Second Presidents (Grades 3-12) 

• Jimmy Carter - “The Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer” (Grades 3-5) 

mailto:aoe.pblhelpdesk@vermont.gov
https://www.cartercenter.org/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://www.cartercenter.org/
https://www.jimmycartertribute.org/in-his-words/index.html
https://www.jimmycartertribute.org/in-his-words/index.html
https://www.jimmycartertribute.org/downloads/index.html
https://www.jimmycartertribute.org/biography/index.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbslearningmedia.org%2Fresource%2Fremembering-former-president-jimmy-carter-video%2Fpbs-newshour%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMartha.Deiss%40vermont.gov%7C23b4f9ce5adb4bfff4cc08dd2b839f78%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638714566511184382%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aaHFcSTm9tS4o%2FmN4g7nRoz8uiWIq4EugrtjIjUfZNU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbslearningmedia.org%2Fresource%2Farct14.soc.amexjimhon%2Fjimmy-carter-campaigning-on-honesty%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMartha.Deiss%40vermont.gov%7C23b4f9ce5adb4bfff4cc08dd2b839f78%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638714566511205232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d6X7DR9kOFiDbzZod1HhGWbyxNEKgYYbcFhK%2BIWFyU4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbslearningmedia.org%2Fresource%2Fjimmy-carter-boyhood-home%2Fjimmy-carter-virtual-field-trips-video%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMartha.Deiss%40vermont.gov%7C23b4f9ce5adb4bfff4cc08dd2b839f78%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638714566511219690%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x3jI2%2Fjrar6kyFX65BLO%2FGMJdKB7KdgwIgrbfpAvuo8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbslearningmedia.org%2Fresource%2Fjimmy-carter-virtual-field-trip%2Fjimmy-carter-virtual-field-trip%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMartha.Deiss%40vermont.gov%7C23b4f9ce5adb4bfff4cc08dd2b839f78%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638714566511234132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zxj2lzSpnXhRsQbNWSGBHnRqR5WArtVHbKuoYykdkSA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbslearningmedia.org%2Fresource%2F45879812-a711-469b-ba86-9b701b9586fc%2Ffun-facts-about-jimmy-carter-video-virtual-field-trips%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMartha.Deiss%40vermont.gov%7C23b4f9ce5adb4bfff4cc08dd2b839f78%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638714566511247887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qJqz1x%2BWyXSkqMsGTCQ14crt95VFAxO%2FlIWF8B9m70w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbslearningmedia.org%2Fresource%2Fd90d5c84-abf0-49f1-b062-5c6202741732%2Fjimmy-carter-60-second-presidents%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMartha.Deiss%40vermont.gov%7C23b4f9ce5adb4bfff4cc08dd2b839f78%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638714566511261540%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t9Qx2Cr2ev88PTJy9MMGYeU4p3J0%2FTvihhx5kO6UJWg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbslearningmedia.org%2Fresource%2Ff576eda8-9911-4984-a8cf-8848c497996d%2Fjimmy-carter-the-little-baby-snoogle-fleejer-english-subs-georgia-read-more%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMartha.Deiss%40vermont.gov%7C23b4f9ce5adb4bfff4cc08dd2b839f78%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638714566511275612%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YPMqLgg5wEKXe8N2UIs92BYAO2AeJNYbEhp23eP3pGY%3D&reserved=0
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AOE-Curated Follow-Up Questions 
Age-appropriate questions to share with students regarding the passing of U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter; teachers can adjust the level of complexity based on the 
students' grade and understanding: 

Elementary K-5 

• Who was Jimmy Carter and why was he important? 

• Can you name something that Jimmy Carter did during his time as President? 

• What do you think it means when a leader like Jimmy Carter passes away? 

• What did Jimmy Carter do after he was president to help people around the 
world? 

• What do you think people remember most about Jimmy Carter? 

All levels - What are some values that you think Jimmy Carter demonstrated throughout 
his life? 

Middle School 6-8 

• What were some of the major accomplishments of Jimmy Carter during his 
presidency? 

• Why do you think that Jimmy Carter is often praised for his work with Habitat for 
Humanity? 

• How did Jimmy Carter’s approach to foreign policy differ from other presidents? 
Or, what was Jimmy Carter’s approach to foreign policy? 

• What challenges did Jimmy Carter face during his presidency, and how did he 
handle them? 

• Why is it important to learn about the lives of former presidents after they have 
passed away? 

• How can we use what we have learned about Jimmy Carter in our own lives? 

All levels - What are some values that you think Jimmy Carter demonstrated throughout 
his life? 
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High School 9-12 

• How did Jimmy Carter’s presidency reflect the political and social climate of the 
1970s? 

• In what ways did Jimmy Carter’s work after his presidency impact global and 
human rights? 

• What do you think was President Carter’s biggest challenge during his 
presidency, and how did he address it?  

• How did Jimmy Carter’s commitment to human rights shape U.S. foreign policy 
during his presidency? 

• What legacy do you think Jimmy Carter leaves behind, both as a president and a 
humanitarian? 

• Has the way that Jimmy Carter has been remembered changed over time? Why 
may that have happened? 
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