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Contact Information:  
If you have questions about this document or would like additional information please contact: 

Martha Deiss, Student Pathways Division, at Marth.Deiss@vermont.gov.  

The Vermont Framework for Proficiency: 
Social Studies Literacy 

Purpose  
The literacy statement in this document was used to create an overarching Proficiency-Based 
Graduation Requirement for Social Studies that guided the development of Critical 
Proficiencies and Priority Performance Indicators.  The literacy statement reflects the 
connections between a Vermont Portrait of a Graduation and College, Career and Civic Life C3 
Framework for Social Studies State Standards. The literacy statement reflects the 
connections between a Vermont Portrait of a Graduation and College, Career and Civic 
Life C3 Framework for Social Studies State Standards. The literacy statement reflects the 
connections between a Vermont Portrait of a Graduation and t 

Social Studies Literacy 
Social studies literacy is the set of knowledge, skills, and understandings needed to 
recognize problems, ask good questions, and develop investigations by utilizing 
resources that provide multiple viewpoints and perspectives. Individuals who are literate in 
social studies can distinguish evidence-based claims from more conventional or  personal 
opinions and develop the means to communicate (digitally, orally, and in writing) and/or take 
action on what has been learned.  The social studies literate individual has developed a critical 
lens through which they recognize challenges, contemplate possible solutions, and consider the  
consequences of both action and inaction. They have become socio-politically conscious and 
socio-culturally responsive as they have strengthened their own identity and recognized the 
importance of community through stories, conflict, compromises, and resolutions. They 
recognize the legacy of sovereignty, authority, and power; the pros and cons of human-
environment interaction; the value of development, including both the benefits and costs that it 
incurs; and the respect for all histories (past and present) as seen from multiple perspectives. 

Social Studies Connections to the Vermont Portrait of a Graduate 

A Vermont Portrait of a Graduate through Social Studies provides a detailed description of how 
the specific terms identified in this diagram link to the PoG attributes and connect to social 
studies content and skills with the purpose of assisting students develop the ability to make 
informed decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent 
world. 

mailto:Marth.Deiss@vermont.gov
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-a-vermont-portrait-of-a-graduate-through-social-studies


The Vermont Framework for Proficiency: 
Social Studies Literacy 
(Revised: August 25, 2023) 

Page 2 of 2 
 

 


	Social Studies Literacy
	Social Studies Connections to the Vermont Portrait of a Graduate



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Social Studies Literacy Statement and Graphic.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Lucille Chicoine, Program Technicial, Lucille.Chicoine@vermont.gov


		Organization: 

		Vermont Agency of Education





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
