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Recommendation: 
VSBE adopt the American Council on the Teaching 
of Foreign Language (ACTFL), World-Readiness 
Standards for Learning Languages to replace the 
Grade Expectations for Vermont’s Framework of 
Standards and Learning Opportunities, Standards 
for Non-Native Learners. 
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ACTFL and Education Quality Standards 

• 2120.1 Instructional Practices 

• 2120.5 Curriculum Content 

• 2120.6 Curriculum Coordination 

• 2120.7 Graduation Requirements 

• 2123.2 Local Comprehensive Assessment 

Systems 



 
  

 

 
 

   

 

Rationale for Adoption 
• Vermont Standards that are national in scope already exist 

in Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, the Arts, 
Financial Literacy and Technology 

• The ACTFL standards would provide: 
-common, rigorous learning goals for Vermont students within a 
proficiency-based system 

-access to national resources 

-emphasis on both content and skills for informed and engaged 
cultural appreciation and interaction 



  

 
 

 

What Do Vermont Educators Say? 

91 % of the educators 
that were surveyed are 
currently using ACTFL, 
World-Readiness 
Standards for Learning 
languages to guide the 
development of their 
SU/SD’s world language�
curriculum, instruction 
and assessment.(n=123) 



  

  

 

When asked if the State Board of Education 

should adopt ACTFL, World-Readiness 

Standards for Learning Languages as 

Vermont’s World Language standards: 

• 72% responded YES 

• 4% responded NO 

• 24% responded UNSURE 
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Further analysis conveyed the importance of 

the following characteristics of world language 

standards from those considered “Unsure”: 

• Allows for the integration of transferable skills, including 
effective communication in a second language – 79% agreed 

• Provides a clear goal of cultural competency- 78% agreed 

• Uses terminology that is consistent in a proficiency-based 
system- 75% agreed 

• Provides Can-Do statements which are segmented by skill-
75% agreed 

• Is national in scope and allows for increased access to 
resources and curriculum- 67% agreed 



 

 
 

 

 

GOAL AREAS STANDARDS I 

lnterpen.onal 
Communfoation: 

Interpretive 
Communi«Jtion,: 

Pre-sentatio:ncd 
Cmnmunkati:on: 

Lc.·un...,r. incc • ...,t aoo Le. nlr:I':>. uoo • . 1.:.nd , .11..camcrs p..._.,, · n.t i.n!.,rwnalli m, 
c.ul!Wcpt.~. and ideas 1 , inf ,rm, 

c::i-pl:-i.in. p,.,r,,-u,.idc . .. nd 111.L • cc 

LJll o l \, WCI)' uf t .. p'iL- U., i.n g 

.:.p;pn,p riat • m..:di.:. and . t.da p t-

fl .C:iJI t1]..;1 [ .c f )"itC;'Ll) itl.1,:; illli 

sp,~ ,, .iign,i:d. or ~,Ti ttc:n 

cu.n-...'IC . a ciun.: c, ti ha 

im ·iy., i!jl , and analpic ~, h:n 

is ht!au·d rrc, d, ur , ic~, cd , ,n . , 

'.:tric;c ' r tupk, .. 

infi >Ynla ti.un, rc.octiun,-, 

lct.:lln~ .Ln d t:11,Pinh.ns. 

IRela: ·ng ,culrural 
IPradicies, ID Penpedives: 
Lc.·u ·nc....-s u se- the: ktn ~•a~'"' 10 invt:.....ai (Ta.J.t:., 

<..~I.Lin • .:ind 11\dlk :cl 1 !0l 1.lh,c· rcl:r1.iuri.~lli.ip bee,, c;c-n 

Lhe p,r·nc:1.i.er.,. and p......-'IJ't.:u~h c , .,f I he ct1.lmr..-s 

. 1ud1r.dl 

Making Connect ions: 
karnc . b u ild, rc:in f,n:c, . Ln d c,q:i,an d 1.hd 

llmLM1~c , i,· , 1.bc:r doci,pfin • , , h i.1 • lts.ing th 

langu.~c c, , dlt.·vdl, ,p c · 1.k.-.J. lhi.n L:in.,i; and 110 

"' \ prubleni"' ,:r.;-;;m"<..-1)1-

nguage Com ·sons: 
Lc.arnt.....----s use the: 1:-Ln •;J:ua e: 1.0 in\r-c-4_._.ai~.c, 

o:pl.d n • .:.ndl ll\dl .lc;c1 , .n 1.lh.c· ru11u re , r langun 

1.lli.n. l.l~h '" lll"lp.:tri."', n, . ... lhc lan.,.IJla ~ ,rndioo 

. u1d th.c-:ir i.tt.,."TL 

Schoaland Cammunities: 
l.c.-irnc 1Dsc the la.n i.!llll~e b , 11h w i.1.hin 

.m d ll T t md 1.hc cla. ... sro11n1 tu interact allld 

co'l la.l:, ra.t.c i.n tfu..-i r cron11m n:it} aoo the 

.i;: lob.:.Jici:oo , , , 12"Ld_ 

Rela ng ,culh.lJ11al 
Products. lo Penpectives: 
Lcarn...,rs '""" th· bn.,i;u a~e 1u im ~-....,; 

""!Pl. Lin • .:ind .-ellk ct 1 ,n tlli.c rd, I i.uri.s_lli.ip llr.:n , ·en 

the p n ,ducu . rnd pcn.pc,:th'<..-s <>f I lli.c L""1! l tu n.,,, 

.. u•d1 en. 

Acqu · ing lnforimaiti:cn 
,and ll)"verse P'erspedirves: 
l...e.arncr-s ·"''"-"""' .:ind e\~Llu. ,1c.: i.n li ,rn1.:.01101 . Ln d 

di.-.;.-.,.,e p • . pcuh '-' mac .Lrc.: :r\'.:til.Ll:i lc clli.n Ulgh 

the I.Ln gu:~,i;c an.,J iLs uul.m ri _ 

Cultural Comparisons: 
Lc:.arnc.--s 1J1sc the lan.~age 1u im .0'-!3.lt:, 

""!Pl. Lin • .:ind n :,lkct. , ,n the u m ,, qu , i,· culwr.: 

tln_n,ugh 4't lll"ll3-LlbiUrl.~ , i,· lhe <; U] l.lll'<..-S s tudied 

and Lhdr LO'Wlt1'. 

LiWang Leaming: 
!...earners , r: t ;1:;oal: and rc.:tlc,; t un lhci pn'\W'C"' 

i.11 u., i.n n- I.LTl ~._.,. 1hr r.:11.j ~'Dll · n t, c.:nrkh1nen1 

and . Ld\ nct: tt1liL"llL~ 
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WORLD-
READINESS 
STANDARDS 
FOR 
LEARNING 
LANGUAGES 

ACTFL clearly 
addresses the 
concerns of those 
who are unsure 
of adoption 
through the 
established Goal 
Areas and 
Standards 
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Implementation Steps 

• Notify the field of standards adoption 

• Embed new ACTFL, World-Readiness 
Standards for Learning Languages 
within all professional learning tasks 
at workshops and conferences 

• Work with the field to develop sample 
proficiency indicators and Proficiency-
based Graduation Requirements 



 
 

RESOURCES 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Language (ACTFL), World-Readiness 

Standards for Learning Languages 

Vermont Foreign Language Association 

https://www.actfl.org/publications/all/world-readiness-standards-learning-languages
https://vfla.wildapricot.org/



