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AGENCY OF EDUCATION 
Barre, Vermont 

TEAM: Transformation and Innovation 
ITEM: Will the State Board of Education: 

1.  Ask the Agency of Education to 1) review Student and Teacher Standards for Education 
Technology, including the ISTE standards; 2) invite public comment on preferred standards 
as frameworks for VT schools; and 3) make a recommendation to the State Board of Education 
with respect to adoption of Student and Teacher Standards for Education Technology? 

SECRETARY’S RECOMMENDED ACTION:   

That the State Board of Education ask the Agency of Education to review, invite 
public input on and recommend Student and Teacher standards for Education 
Technology.  
 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  

16 V.S.A. § 165; Education quality standards. 
(3) The school substantially meets standards adopted by rule of the State Board regarding 
conditions, practices and resources of schools. The standards shall address those aspects of the 
following that are most closely associated with improving student performance:  

(B) instructional practices and curriculum leadership, content, and coordination; 
(C) educational materials and school facilities; 
(D) access to current technology. 

 
State Board Series 2000, Education Quality Standards.  
The purpose of these rules is to ensure that all students in Vermont public schools are afforded 
educational opportunities that are equal in quality, and enable them to achieve or exceed the 
standards approved by the State Board of Education 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  
The State Board of Education (SBE) adopted the International Society for Technology in 
Education’s (ISTE) standards in 2009. These standards are now out of date due to innovations in 
technology and current practice regarding classroom and school level technology use. In 
addition, Vermont’s state technology standards require review in order to ensure alignment with 
Education Quality Standards (EQS). 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS:  
The State Board of Education’s Education Quality Standards (2114, (6)) define education 
technology as “instruction and/or preparation in the appropriate use of current technology to 
provide students with the knowledge and skills needed to communicate solve problems, and to 
access, manage, integrate, evaluate and create information.” 
  
The rules imply a set of professional skills necessary to support integration of technology into 
instruction. The EQS state that: 

 "Technology Integration" means the infusion of technology into the curriculum as a tool to 
enhance learning in a content area or multidisciplinary setting, enabling students to select 
technology tools to help them obtain information in a timely manner, analyze and synthesize 
the information, and present it professionally. 

In addition, Section 2120.5 of the EQS states, with respect to curriculum content, that students 
must develop and demonstrate proficiency with transferable skills, which include the use of 
technology.  

The State Board of Education adopted the International Society for Technology in Education’s 
(ISTE) 2008, 2009, and 2010 standards in 2009. These standards are now out of date due to 
innovations in technology and technology use. In addition, the Agency needs to review these 
standards and seek stakeholder input with respect to the relationship between these standards 
and the new Education Quality Standards.  

EDUCATION IMPLICATIONS:  
Updated standards would provide schools with a framework against which to measure their use 
of education technology in classrooms. The ISTE standards have been recognized and respected 
over the course of the last 20 years, the first standards having come out in 1997.  However, the 
new version requires review and, if appropriate, statewide adoption to bring Vermont’s 
technology standards in line with current best practice.  

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:   
None.  

STAFF AVAILABLE:  
Peter Drescher, Education Technology Coordinator 
Heather Bouchey, Deputy Secretary 
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Request Approval for 

Steps 1 and 2
 

•	 Opening educational technology 
standards for review 

•	 In 2009, SBE adopted the International 
Society for Technology in Education 
(ISTE) standards on behalf of all Vermont 
schools. 
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Why now?
 

•	 Need to ensure Vermont’s education 
technology standards align with EQS. 

•	 Standards now in effect are outdated
 
–	 Innovations in technology 
– Current best practice in pedagogy and 

practice 
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Why considering ISTE?
 

•	 Both student and teacher standards 
available (administrator standards slated 
for 2018) 

•	 Strength of organization 
•	 Process for standard development 
•	 VT/SETDA involvement in standards 

development 
•	 Long standing reputation with VT schools
 

(refer to handouts) 
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Plan to Seek Input from Field –
 
Step 2
 

•	 Annual Technology Survey 
– Question about educational technology

standards 
•	 Follow up with in-person conversation,

focus groups as relevant, etc. 
•	 Record data and themes (pros and cons) 
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Proposed Timeline
 

•	 New Teacher standards released on June 
25, 2017 

•	 Annual Technology Survey deployed 
(July) 

•	 Additional feedback from field (August)
 
•	 Return to SBE with formal proposal 

(September) 
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Questions?
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