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Feinberg, Susan &
Barry

Greenberg, Laurie

Jenkyn, Lawrence

Kaplan, Deborah

Pinsof-DePillis, Debra
Ann

Rosenbloom, Jonathan

Vermont Holocaust

Memorial

Doucet, Emma

Gottsegen, Dan

Chen, A.

Rotman, Arline

Support adopting Rules that include ethnic groups that have been historically subject to persecution
or genocide including antisemitism. It would be a serious mistake not to define the Jewish
community as an ethnic group. Cite examples of antisemitism in the community. Assert that the
legislature intended for the definition to acknowledge the issue. Believes that education will combat
the ignorance that is leading to hate and violence.

Legislation requires EQS to include ethnic groups "that have been historically subject to persecution
or genocide." Do not eliminate Section B to ensure VT students are educated about the history of
racism, antisemitism, bigotry, and gender bias. Textbooks and state standards do not provide
comprehensive coverage of slavery, civil rights, holocaust, and other histories of oppression and
resistance. History will repeat itself and progress will be lost in advancing equitable policies and
rights.

Legislation requires EQS to include ethnic groups "that have been historically subject to persecution
or genocide," as Section B in definition of Ethnic Groups. Do not eliminate Section B to ensure VT
students are educated about the history of racism, antisemitism, bigotry, and gender bias.

Concerned about eliminating Section B from Ethnic Groups definition. Standards must include in its
definition of groups historically subjected to persecution. Antisemitism is on the rise and, along
with recent events, support and illustrate the importance of educating children on historical facts of
antisemitism.

Please include Part B. Include education of all people with histories of genocide, including
antisemitism. Education of teachers and students is where we must begin to end hate crimes.

Urges explicit incorporation of ethnic groups that have historically endured persecution or genocide
into the rules. Cites current events and impact of not combatting antisemitism - in VT and
worldwide. References WH National Strategy to Counter Antisemitism. Also requests curriculum to
address issue of antisemitism.

Legislative findings cited increase reports of antisemitism and Islamophobia in Vermont VTHM
requests including "groups that have been historically subject to persecution or genocide" in
definition of "Ethnic Groups." Only by including will VT students learn the values, customs,
contributions, and ongoing struggles of the Jewish people and others similarly situated.

Requests that Part B be included and that students are tought Jewish culture alonside tragedy. Cites
personal examples of antisemitism. Asserts that Vermonters need to learn more about Judaism and
recognize it in communities.

Opposes the elimination of Part B in Act 1. Cites specific personal examples of antisemitism that
their children faced in schools. Asserts that inclusive environments need to include all groups. Cites
specific personal examples of antisemitism that other family members have experienced. Asserts
that students and faculty are not aware of Jewish history and it is important that this changes.

Many concerns of Jewish commenters are already addressed in updated EQS. EQS provides a
strong stance against antisemitism based on bullying and harassment in EQS - "Each school shall
maintain a safe, accessible .. " Appreciates and encourages the studying of genocide which would
include the Holocaust - "This requires a critical examination ... " If Jewish people are named0 as a
marginalized group and antisemitism is named a protected type of discrimination then other
religions, especially Muslim, should be named. Proud to be Jewish with lineage of those who fight
for the freedom of others. Cites Trump era Holocaust Rights Association Definition of antisemitism,
declaring it dangerous. Notes Human Rights Watch named Israel as an apartheid state.

Include antisemitism in the rules for inclusion. Given the tenor of the times and the historical
incitement against Jews, don't overlook the need to protect Jewish People.

Include words "that have
been historically subject to
persecution or genocide"
(section B) in definition of
ethnic groups.

Include words "that have
been historically subject to
persecution or genocide"
(section B) in definition of
ethnic groups.

Include "Part B" in
definition of Ethnic
Group.

Include "Part B" in
definition of Ethnic
Group.

Include words "that have
been historically subject to
persecution or genocide"
in definition of Ethnic
Groups.

Include words "that have
been historically subject to
persecution or genocide"
in definition of Ethnic
Groups.

Define Ethnic Groups as it
is defined in Act 1.

Define Ethnic Groups as it
is defined in Act 1.
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Gottsegen, Nicole
Johnson

Greenberg, Laurie

Haigh, Ilene

Jacoby, Nir

Jenkyn, Lawrence

Kanell, Beth

Kaplan, Deborah

Kramer, Roseanne

LeDrew, Susan

Litz, Dina

Meier, Joslyn

Miller, S.

Miller, S.

Supports the goals of 2000. Supports Rules explicitly addressing antisemitism. Cites present day

examples of antisemitism and recounts the WWII genocide and lack of US involvement in stopping

it because of antisemitism. Must directly teach the history of antisemitism and work to stop it to
achieve goals of 2000.

Legislation requires EQS to include curriculum to address "antisemitism." Do not eliminate
legislative intent to ensure VT students are educated about the history of racism, antisemitism,
bigotry, and gender bias.

Require teaching of Jewish Experience as part of curriculum. This is consistent with the White
House's National Strategy to Counter Antisemitism.

Antisemitism continues to be exist and grow in the US and Vermont. Provided examples. VT
children should learn about Jewish American history in effort to combat antisemitism, racism, and
hate. White House developed strategies to promote increased awareness and understanding of
antisemitism.

Legislation requires EQS to include curriculum to address "antisemitism." Do not eliminate
legislative intent to ensure VT students are educated about the history of racism, antisemitism,
bigotry, and gender bias.

Vermont has had Jewish connections since it's founding - particularly in NEK. Few Jews are known
to residents and few choose to be known. Cites personal examples of fear of antisemitism and calls
on raising awareness and increasing education in curricula, including post 1945, on Jewish history
and culture.

Antisemitism is on the rise and, along with recent events, support and illustrate the importance of
educating children on historical facts of antisemitism.

Antisemitism continues to be exist and grow in the US and Vermont. Provided examples. VT
children should learn about Jewish American history in effort to combat antisemitism, racism, and
hate. White House developed strategies to promote increased awareness and understanding of
antisemitism.

Education should not include only tragic events, but should also include wonderful contributions
made by Jews. Cites examples of antisemitism experienced by granddaughter and locally. Students
deserve the very best. May be behind peers post high-school because of lack of exposure to other
cultures, ethnicities and ideas.

Include antisemitism and the Jewish experience in education standards. Requests that this is
prioritized considering recent events.

Antisemitism continues to be exist and grow in the US and Vermont. Provided examples. VT
children should learn about Jewish American history in effort to combat antisemitism, racism, and
hate. White House developed strategies to promote increased awareness and understanding of
antisemitism.

Antisemitism continues to be exist and grow in the US and Vermont. Provided examples. VT
children should learn about Jewish American history in effort to combat antisemitism, racism, and
hate. White House developed strategies to promote increased awareness and understanding of
antisemitism.

Requests that children have curriculum that includes leaning about the Jewish experience. Cites
recent antisemitism in Upper Valley and concerned that it VT students don't learn about Jewish
Americans it will only feed into more exclusion, antisemitism, racism, and hate.

Specify that curriculum
address antisemitism and
include the Jewish
experience in the United
States and around the
world.
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experience in the United
States and around the
world.

Specify that curriculum
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world.
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One implementation Date

General Comment: Response
to Commenters

General Comment:
Framework

Vermont
Superintendent
Association
Garces, Amanda

Weisman, Tobie (ED
and on behalf of
Jewish Communities
of Vermont)

Request EQS implementation date of July 1, 2025

See written comment

Hopes that Framework will encourage a learning environment where youth will be taught about
Jewish Americans and encouraged to act on antisemitic hatred. Cites recent examples of
antisemitism at UVM, in Burlington, etc. Invokes White House National Strategy to Counter
Antisemitism as example to follow. Opposes Framework and wishes to be informed when the
matter is taken up.

(Letter with specific
objections and changes to
Framework included.)



