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Agency of Education Announces Summer 

Food Service Program 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 15, 2023  

Contact: Lindsey Hedges, aoe.publicinformation@vermont.gov 

Montpelier, Vt.- The Agency of Education is announcing the availability of summer 
meal sites providing meals to children, 18 and under, through the Summer Food Service 
Program (SFSP). This vital initiative ensures that children across the state have access 
to nutritious meals throughout the summer. Families are encouraged to access these 
meals to help support children's growth, health, and academic success. This program 
bridges the gap between school years, giving children the fuel they need to play and 
grow throughout the summer months and return to school ready to learn. 

In Summer 2022, 59 sponsors served 780,044 meals at over 276 sites throughout the 
state. Meals are served at a wide range of locations, such as schools, parks, housing 
complexes, and libraries. Families can find information on open meal sites by calling 2-
1-1, the United Way-run resource hotline, or visiting the USDA Meals For Kids Site 
Finder. Hunger Free Vermont also maintains site lists by county on their website. All 
sites listed are open to all children, 18 and under. Information is updated weekly 
throughout the summer.    

“Access to nutritious foods is critical for child development, both during the school year 
and the summer months,” said Interim Secretary of Education Heather Bouchey. “This 
is a fantastic program, and we want to make sure every community is aware of and has 
access to this resource.” 

Summer meals are served at “open,” “closed-enrolled” and summer camp sites. Open 
sites are accessible to any child, 18 years and under, who wishes to have a meal. 
Closed-enrolled and camp sites cater to specific populations. Both open and closed-
enrolled sites may offer up to two meals or snacks per day, while camp sites can 
provide three meals or snacks daily. 

Closed-enrolled sites in low-income areas may provide free meals to all enrolled 
children. In other areas, foster children and children who are members of households 
that receive 3SquaresVT, Reach Up benefits or meet the SFSP Income Eligibility 
Standards are eligible to receive free meals at closed enrolled and camp sites. The 
meal application in English, and additional languages, can be found on the Agency of 
Education’s Free and Reduced Meals webpage. 

In addition to children 18 and under, persons over 18 years of age who are determined 
by a State educational agency or a local public educational agency to be mentally or 
physically disabled and who participate in a public or nonprofit private school program 
established for the mentally or physically disabled are also eligible to receive summer 
meals. Meals are available without regard to race, color, national origin, sex (including 
gender identity and sexual orientation), age, or disability. 

mailto:aoe.publicinformation@vermont.gov
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
https://www.hungerfreevt.org/child-nutrition-hub
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/child-nutrition-sfsp-income-eligibility-guidelines-2023
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/child-nutrition-sfsp-income-eligibility-guidelines-2023
https://education.vermont.gov/student-support/nutrition/school-meals/free-and-reduced-meals
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USDA Non-Discrimination Statement  
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual 

orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should 
contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-
3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: 
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, 
by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must 
contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description 
of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The 
completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 
  

2. fax: 
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 
  

3. email: 
Program.Intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

About the Vermont Agency of Education 

The Agency of Education implements state and federal laws, policies, and regulations to 

ensure all Vermont learners have equitable access to high-quality learning 

opportunities. The Agency accomplishes this mission through the provision of its 

leadership, support, and oversight of Vermont’s public education system.  

Connect with the Vermont Agency of Education education.vermont.gov. 
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