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Discussion Questions and Activities for Molly of Denali 

“Busy Beavers” 

Before Viewing 

• What do you predict the story will be about? 

• What do you already know about beavers? Use this KWL chart (from Understood.org) to list the 

things you already know and what you would like to know about beavers (columns 1-2). 

During Viewing 

• Is the story matching your predictions, so far? 

• Why do you think the garden continues to flood? 

• How do think beavers build their dams? 

• How do you think Molly and her friends will prevent the garden from flooding again? 

After Viewing 

• What did Molly and her friends learn about beavers? How did they learn these facts? 

• How did they use what they learned about beavers to create strategies to solve their problem? 

• What did you learn about beavers from this episode? Complete the third column of the KWL 

chart (from Understood.org). 

Additional facts about beavers: 

● National Geographic Kids: Slideshow about Beavers 

● Live Science: Beaver Facts  

● Nature Mapping: Beaver Facts  

Writing Connection Activity: Use the above sources and this Graphic Organizer for Writing 

Informational Paragraphs about Beavers (from Understood.org) to write some informational paragraphs 

about beavers. 

“Night Watchers” 

Before Viewing 

• What do you predict the story will be about? 

• What does “nocturnal” mean? 

https://assets.ctfassets.net/p0qf7j048i0q/4fzGkMs9bbFlUBaRX51wKP/4c50f7a3c3dfaa1db740638e459e1c79/KWL_Chart_Understood.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/p0qf7j048i0q/4fzGkMs9bbFlUBaRX51wKP/4c50f7a3c3dfaa1db740638e459e1c79/KWL_Chart_Understood.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/p0qf7j048i0q/4fzGkMs9bbFlUBaRX51wKP/4c50f7a3c3dfaa1db740638e459e1c79/KWL_Chart_Understood.pdf
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/beaver/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/beaver/
https://www.livescience.com/52460-beavers.html
https://www.livescience.com/52460-beavers.html
http://naturemappingfoundation.org/natmap/facts/beaver_k6.html
http://naturemappingfoundation.org/natmap/facts/beaver_k6.html
https://assets.ctfassets.net/p0qf7j048i0q/3WVNc6ZW15aTm0KIvOwhwW/fdf433d9b391e520a5ccf9c2722edf01/Hamburger_Paragraph_Graphic_Organizer_Understood.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/p0qf7j048i0q/3WVNc6ZW15aTm0KIvOwhwW/fdf433d9b391e520a5ccf9c2722edf01/Hamburger_Paragraph_Graphic_Organizer_Understood.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/p0qf7j048i0q/3WVNc6ZW15aTm0KIvOwhwW/fdf433d9b391e520a5ccf9c2722edf01/Hamburger_Paragraph_Graphic_Organizer_Understood.pdf
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During Viewing 

Is the story matching your earlier predictions? 

What do you think the kids will need to do to earn the night watcher badge? 

How did they determine what “diurnal” means? 

After Viewing 

What did the kids learn about nocturnal animals from their observations?  

How did they use the diagrams and information in the guide books to help them? 

What other animals can you think of that are nocturnal? 

Response Activity: Use this graphic organizer (from Understood.org) to describe the story elements. 

https://assets.ctfassets.net/p0qf7j048i0q/6kH2ZCSyUS0Y11REyyjrm6/876e716d9bcea416f9defc42531610bf/Story_Elements_Understood.pdf
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