
 
   

 

Incorporating Vermont PBS Into Your Classroom 

Program: Nature      Grade(s): PreK-12 

Ways to watch: Series website, Vermont PBS broadcast stations, streaming, VTPBS live broadcast 

About: Nature is one of the most watched documentary film series on public television, delivering the 
best in original natural history films to audiences nationwide for almost 40 seasons. Over the years, 
Nature has brought the beauty and wonder of the natural world into American homes, becoming in the 
process the benchmark of natural history programs on American television. The series has won more 
than 700 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film community, parent groups, 
and environmental organizations – including 18 Emmy Awards, three Peabody Awards, and the first 
honor ever given to a program by the Sierra Club. This document connects Nature to the PreK through 
Grade 3 Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) which are aligned with the Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS); it also connects Nature to the NGSS for Grades 4 through 12.  

This collection of science videos and media-enhanced lesson plans draws upon the powerful 
documentaries of public television’s award-winning natural history series, Nature. The video segments 
have been carefully selected to engage students with key curriculum concepts. The lesson plans 
incorporate hands-on activities, online resources, and video to interactively and creatively address topics 
and standards in Life Sciences and Earth and Space Science. 

Primary Connection to the Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS): 

III. Learning About the World: Science 

Element Goal 

2. Life Sciences 1. Children construct concepts about the characteristics of living organisms, their biology and 
ecosystems through exploration and investigations. 

Additional VELS’ Sections and Domains to Explore with Nature: III. Learning About the World: 
Social Studies (Element- 1. Inquiry) 

Primary Connections to the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS): 

Domain Disciplinary Core Ideas 

Life Science LS1: Structure and Function, Growth and development of organisms, Information processing; 

LS2: Interdependent relationships in ecosystems, Ecosystem dynamics, functioning, and 
resilience Social interactions and group behavior; 

https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/blog/what-to-stream-on-pbs-nature/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/schedule/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/nat/
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-early-education-early-learning-standards.pdf
https://ngss.nsta.org/AccessStandardsByTopic.aspx
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Domain Disciplinary Core Ideas 

LS3: Inheritance of traits, Variation of traits 

LS4: Evidence of common ancestry and diversity, Natural selection, Adaptation, Biodiversity 
and humans 

Earth and Space 
Science 

ESS1: The history of planet Earth 

ESS2: Earth materials and systems, Plate tectonics and large-scale system interactions, The role 
of water in Earth’s surface processes, Weather and Climate, Biogeology 

ESS3: Natural resources, Human impacts on Earth systems, Global climate change 

Resources: Use the following carefully curated resources to support teaching about the natural world 
with Nature. 

For Educators: 
● PBS Learning Media collection
● Series website
● Nature - Programming and Resources
● COVID Related
● AOE Continuity of Learning
● PBS NATURE Blog
● PBS Nature Resources for Parents and Teachers

For Families: 
• PBS NATURE website
• PBS Kids Wild Kratts
• PBS Nature Resources for Parents and Teachers

Other PBS programs with connections to science: 
1. NOVA

a. PBS Learning Media collection
b. Series website
c. Incorporating NOVA into Your Classroom

2. SciGirls
a. Series Website
b. PBS Learning Media collection
c. PBS Kids

3. Wild Kratts
a. Incorporating Wild Kratts into Your Classroom

4. Elinor Wonders Why
a. Incorporating Elinor Wonders Why into Your Classroom

https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/nat/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-nature-programming-and-resources
https://www.vermontpbs.org/covid19/
https://education.vermont.gov/continuity-of-learning
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/blog/what-to-stream-on-pbs-nature/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/blog/parents-and-teachers/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/blog/what-to-stream-on-pbs-nature/
https://pbskids.org/wildkratts/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/blog/parents-and-teachers/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/nova/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-incorporating-nova-into-your-classroom
https://pbskids.org/scigirls/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/scigirls/
https://pbskids.org/scigirls/
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-incorporating-wild-kratts-into-your-classroom
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-incorporating-elinor-wonders-why-into-your-classroom



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		edu-incorporating-nature-into-your-classroom.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 3


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


