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Agenda

1. Review of USED ESSER Data Reporting 
Requirements and Data Element Categories for 
FY 21 ESSER APRs

2. GMS ESSER Data Reporting Walkthrough for 
LEAs

3. Opportunities for Support, Key Takeaways & 
Next Steps

4. Contacts, Resources and Q&A



Important: The following slides only 
include the requirements for the FY 21 

ESSER I and ESSER II APR.

LEAs will not have any items to report 
for ARP ESSER for FY21.

[The requirements for subsequent years will be 
made available in a follow up webinar in 2022.]



ESSER FY 21
Requirements, Definitions and 

Timelines



ESSER APR FY 21 Reporting Window

• APR tool opens in GMS on May 16, 
2022 and closes on June 17, 2022

• AOE must submit APR by July 1, 
2022



ESSER LEA Reporting Requirements
• The US Department of Education has released final data 

collection reporting requirements for all ESSER fund 
grants (ESSER I, II and ARP ESSER).

• Comprehensive data are required to be submitted by 
states (SEAs) and LEAs regarding their usage of ESSER 
grant funds

• Most of the required data elements (fiscal, program and 
personnel) are new and are not currently captured 
through existing AOE collections

• Data response types for FY21 include a combination of 
Y/N (or True/False) and open-ended responses (as 
applicable)

https://api.covid-relief-data.ed.gov/collection/api/v1/public/docs/ESSER%20Integrated%20Form_3.16_cleanrevised_withtextforportal.pdf


ESSER LEA Reporting Requirements (cont)

• LEAs must complete all sections of this report based on 
all ESSER funds received, as applicable

• All items require a response, unless they have been 
greyed out as optional for this year.

• Refer to budget and narrative response information 
provided in ESSER I and II funding application(s) and 
associated Statbook entries, as applicable, while 
completing this reporting. This will help to ensure LEA 
reported responses are consistent with information in 
your approved funding application and expenditures



ESSER Data Reporting Elements
Fiscal

• Total amounts 
allocated, and actual 
expenditures, 
disaggregated by 
activity category, 
within each grant 
within the reporting 
period (AOE will 
report this data).

• There are four primary 
activity categories

• Reporting of planned 
uses of funds based as a 
percentage of funds 
remaining

Program
• Series of survey-

style Yes/No 
responses across 
four survey 
categories

• In future years, 
LEAs will also 
need to provide 
responses 
regarding the 20% 
required set-aside 
to address 
learning loss 
(ARP ESSER)

Personnel
• Reporting of Total 

LEA FTE counts 
of all staff within 
the LEA, 
regardless of 
whether the 
position is funded 
by Federal, State, 
local, or other 
funds

• In future years, 
additional staffing 
data will be 
required



Key Definitions and Timeframes

• For the purposes of this report, the VT-AOE is defining 
“expenditure” as a charge paid, which is presumed to benefit 
the current fiscal year. AOE will use Statbook to pull 
expenditure data on behalf of LEAs.

• Reporting periods must remain distinct and any expenditure 
should be counted in ONLY ONE reporting period. For FY 
21:
– ESSER I: October 1, 2020 –June 30, 2021 (portion of state 

fiscal year FY21)
– ESSER II: July 1, 2020 –June 30, 2021 (state fiscal year 

FY21)
– No ARP ESSER reporting for this year.



Finding the FY 21 APR report



GMS Report Walkthrough

• When do we need to submit our FY 21 report in 
GMS?
– The reporting window is from May 16 – June 17, 

2022
• Who can fill out the report?

– Anyone who had permissions to complete ESSER 
I or II application and/or Business Managers

• Who can submit the report?
– Superintendents (as the authorized signatories 

for ESSER funds)



GMS Summary
Overview and Definitions



Overview - ESSER Performance Report



Overview - Definitions



Overview - Contact Information



GMS Summary
Grants and Planned Uses



Grants -
ESSER Allocation Overview



Reporting of planned uses of funds
• All LEAs will report their planned (budgeted) uses of 

their remaining ESSER I and II funds within the four 
activity categories as of June 30, 2021

• Data entered for this section will be percentages
• Refer to the budget information provided in ESSER I, II 

and ARP ESSER LEA grant application(s) to ensure LEA 
reported responses are consistent with the information 
in approved funding applications

• *Note: For the ARP ESSER column, LEAs may put 100% 
in the “Not yet planned for specific use”



Grants –
Mandatory Planned Uses



GMS Summary 
Details on Expended Use of 

Funds



Primary Activity Categories for 
Expenditures

1. Addressing Physical 
Health and Safety

2. Meeting Students' 
Academic, Social, 
Emotional, and 
Other Needs 
(Excluding Mental 
Health Supports)

3. Mental Health 
Supports for Students 
and Staff (NOTE: 'Mental health 
supports' are defined as services 
provided by a licensed mental health 
professional. Services delivered by 
non-licensed professionals should be 
reported as "Meeting Students' 
Academic, Social, Emotional, and 
Other Needs".)

4. Operational 
Continuity and Other 
Allowed Uses



Details – Safe In-Person



Details – Internet Access



Details - Re-engagement



Details – Staffing Full Time (FTE)



Details – FTE Staff Categories



Details- ESSER Funded Staffing
[Not required for FY21]



Details – School Distribution



Details Cont. - Learning Recovery



Details Cont. - Learning Recovery – Summer
[Not required for FY21]



Details Cont. – Learning Recovery –
Afterschool

[Not required for FY21]



Details Cont. – Learning Recovery –
Extended Time

[Not required for FY21]



Details Cont. – Learning Recovery –
Tutoring

[Not required for FY21]



Details Cont. – Learning Recovery –
Early Childhood

[Not required for FY21]



Details Cont. – Learning Recovery –
Community Schools

[Not required for FY21]



Details Cont. – Learning Recovery –
Technology

[Not required for FY21]



GMS Summary
ARP ESSER 20% Reserve 

(Details Cont)



Details Cont. – ARP ESSER 20% Reserve
Activities and Interventions

[Not required for FY21]



Details Cont. – ARP ESSER 20% Reserve
Underserved Student Groups

[Not required for FY21]



Details Cont. – ARP ESSER 20% Reserve
Student Demographics
[Not required for FY21]



Details Cont. – ARP ESSER 20% Reserve
Student Characteristics
[Not required for FY21]



SUBMIT



Next Steps

• APR tool scheduled for release in GMS on 
May 16

• Slide deck from this presentation will be 
posted on Monday

• Accounting Guide for Business Managers 
will be posted on Monday

• APR closes on June 17, 2022



Resources
• VASBO presentation on Friday, May 13 with Q&A for 

Business Managers
• AOE weekly office hours will be held every Thursday 

from 10-11 am (the office hours for 5/12 will held from 
11:30-12:30). Click here to join the meeting

• Questions regarding the ESSER APR should be directed 
to Zhana Garcia (Zhana.Garcia@partner.Vermont.gov) 
and she will route them to the appropriate person 
within AOE.

• The GMS Helpdesk can respond to questions re. 
technical issues within GMS 
(AOE.GMSHelp@vermont.gov)

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OGFhMDdiNjItZTI5Ni00MTZmLTgyMWEtYTFjYWMyMGZmMDdl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2220b4933b-baad-433c-9c02-70edcc7559c6%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225c1194cf-caf0-444a-a7b0-c13c5dce1500%22%7d
mailto:Zhana.Garcia@partner.Vermont.gov
mailto:AOE.GMSHelp@vermont.gov


Q & A
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