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Parent Input Letter
Dear Parents, 
Parents and educators both play an important role in a child’s education. When parents and educators collaborate, they are more likely to succeed in helping children learn. [SU/SD] will make sure you are an active member of the Individualized Education Program (IEP) process. The special education rule changes taking effect July 1st, 2022, provides a platform for you to engage in the process and have your input recorded as part of the written IEP. The purpose of the parent input section is to facilitate feedback from you and for you to express any opinions about the IEP or the IEP process. 
For the purposes of this letter, the term ‘parent’ means a natural, adoptive, or foster parent of a child (unless a foster parent is prohibited by State law from serving as a parent); a guardian; an individual acting in the place of a natural or adoptive parent (including a grandparent, stepparent, or other relative) with whom the child lives, or an individual who is legally responsible for the child’s welfare; or an individual assigned to be a surrogate parent.
The special education rule changes include a section within the IEP for you to provide written comments regarding your child’s IEP. Following the IEP meeting [SU/SD] will draft the IEP including accurate representation of any specific parent input shared during the meeting in the amended present levels section. [Appendix A is an example of what you may see for parent input in the present levels section.] Following the meeting [SU/SD] shall send the IEP to you with prior written notice of decision. You have up to 10 days to complete and return the parent input section of the IEP if you so choose. 
[SU/SD] will also seek feedback on the input process, by [a form or by other means, like the sample in Appendix B]. You will be informed to return [the form or other process] within 10 days. If you decline or do not provide feedback, [SU/SD] will indicate this within the Parent Input section of the IEP. Upon receipt of the parent input, [SU/SD] may choose to schedule a meeting to discuss parental concerns.
Resources
For questions regarding parent input, and district practices connect with your Special Education Administrator. [Name and contact information] has information about your rights and special education services in your community. 
Vermont Family Network (VFN) supports and informs families of children with special needs, including assisting parents in understanding the special education process. 
The Vermont Agency of Education (AOE) Special Education Resources for Families are intended to help families. 
For further assistance contact the AOE’s Technical Assistance Line, 24 hours/day through the general email and voicemail system at AOE.SpecialEd@vermont.gov or (802) 828-1256. 


Appendix A: Present Levels of Performance 
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Appendix B: Example Feedback Template 

Parent Input Form 

	Child Name: 
	Date of Meeting: 

	Date of Birth: 
	School Name: 

	Student ID Number: 
	School District: 



Additional Student Input: 
Use this section to include any strengths, opportunities, concerns, needs, potential accommodations etc. that were not considered during the meeting. 

Input on Process: 
I was provided my parent rights at the start of the meeting.     			Yes/No 
I was easily able to communicate with the team and attend the meeting. 		Yes/No 
The meeting was sufficient length to cover the required topics. 			Yes/No 
I was asked for my input and feedback during the meeting. 			Yes/No 
My input and feedback were incorporated when developing IEP goals and   	Yes/No 
services and in considering the least restrictive environment for my child’s education


Additional Comments: 
Use this section to include any additional thoughts or concerns on the IEP process for your child. 
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Individualized Education Program
Present Levels of Educational and Functional Performance

Student Name: IEP Meeting Date: /
“This section should provide a concise overview of student’s current kills and serve as the basi of the
student’s program for the upcoming year. Describe the student’s present levels of educational
performance including the student’s fanctional performance, abilities, acquired skills and steengths
relative to standards and/or grade level expectations. Briefly highlight how the disability affects the
student’s involvement and progress in the general curriculum or, or preschool children, participation in
age appropriate activiies. As appropriate, address the fllowing aress.

DISABILITY/IMPACT ON STUDENT LEARNING: (Identify the disability and areas of impact, £.9. academic,
social-emotional, behavioral)

MEDICAL: (Health, vision, hearing, or other medical ssues)

STUDENT STRENGTHS: (Academic, social-emotional, personal interests, perceptual-motor, communication,
environment)

STUDENT NEEDS: (Academic, social-emotional, perceptual-motor, communication, environment)

PARENT INPUT: (Additional information the parents wish to share)

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: (Areas to consider that could enhance the child’s education: safety/health; future,
opportunity for additional student o family input, mobility, transportation, disability atoarencss, self-advocacy needs)
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